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 SC Flood Mitigation Program: Protecting Lives, Protecting Property 

Recently, FEMA distributed a news release with the heading of “FEMA Grants More 

Than $1.7 Million to South Carolina to Update Flood Maps and Flood Risk Data”. Al-

though the media exposure was appreciated by the program, the release caused quite 

a bit of confusion. Unfortunately, many people thought that these were additional 

funds that could be used in their individual programs. To clarify, the $1.7 million dol-

lar allocation is tied directly to the mapping studies ongoing, and being started, in the 

next fiscal year. These funds are allocated each year, but the news release doesn’t 

always make the headlines.  

As questions poured into the office regarding these funds, it became apparent that 

some communities were not sufficiently aware of where their study was in the map-

ping process. This newsletter will address some of these concerns, and provide some 

general timelines for studies ongoing.  

To begin with, below is the current Mapping Status for the state (this is also available 

on our website and will be updated as appropriate).  The studies begun under Map 

Modernization are now wrapping up, and the new, or newer, studies are either initi-

ated as Risk MAP (Mapping, Assess-

ment and Planning), or were con-

verted to Risk MAP while the study 

was still young.  Risk MAP builds on 

Map Modernization by including 

more outreach, more partners, and 

non-regulatory mapping products. In 

addition, the latest studies will be 

conducted on a watershed basis, and 

the Seneca, Lower Catawba and Wa-

teree Watershed studies are under-

way. 

In addition to the development of 

the Risk MAP program, there has 

been a change in the mapping appeals procedures. You can learn more about the Ex-

panded Appeals Process (EAP) on our website at http://www.dnr.sc.gov/water/

flood/comaps.html.  Part of the EAP guidelines mandate that the preliminary Flood 

Insurance Study and maps be posted on a state website, so here you will also find the 

preliminary studies and maps for Clarendon, Florence, Greenville and Orangeburg, as 

well as any new preliminary data as it becomes available. 

For those of you in the coastal counties of Horry, Georgetown, Berkeley, Charleston, 

Dorchester, Colleton, Beaufort and Jasper...the wait has been long, but some prelimi-

nary data may be available as early as next year! Due to a number of setbacks, the 

coastal mapping process, which is usually more complex anyway, became even more 

so.  However, in the mapping delays and conversion to Risk MAP, some communities 

will receive additional products like the Coastal Increased Inundation Map, Coastal 

Wave Height Grid and Primary Frontal Dune Erosion Areas. Stay tuned! 

With the confusion generated from the news release, coupled with questions of 

where communities were in the mapping process, the Flood Mitigation Program is 

stepping up our outreach efforts. We will be revamping our web pages to make find-

ing what you’re looking for less arduous; we are working on a Facebook page which 

we hope will be live when coastal data becomes available, and we will likely take that 

next step into the world of Twitter as well. We are committed to keeping you, as 

Floodplain Managers, and the general public, informed about what is happening, 

what is relevant, and how new studies and maps will affect your communities.  

If there are items you would like covered, questions you’d like addressed, or issues 

you’d like resolved, please do not hesitate in contacting us. We can’t address concerns 

we’re unaware of. We are here to assist you in matters of floodplain management and 

mapping—that would make us 

friends, not foes! Give us a call! 

July - Sept.  2012 

Maria Cox Lamm  803-755-9335 

Karen Jones    803-755-9978 

Joy Sullivan   803-755-9312 

Andy Brandenburg  803-755-9298 

Fax    803-755-0152 

2762 Wildlife Lane West Columbia, SC 29172 
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STATUS OF FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP STUDIES  

Effective Maps Available 

Study in Progress 

Preliminary Maps Available 
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   In addition to the outreach efforts already mentioned, we’re developing a Flood IQ 

Quiz that will be available on our revamped web pages through SCDNR 

(www.dnr.sc.gov/flood). This link is live now, but our quiz is not yet ready. Perhaps 

you’d like to test your Flood IQ with a few of the potential questions? 

The most dangerous part of a hurricane is  a. the breaking waves 

      b. the gale-force winds 

      c.  the flood-causing rains 

      d. the landslides 

What is the minimum amount of water that you need for one adult for 2 weeks? 

      a.  5 gallons 

      b. 10 gallons 

      c. 14 gallons 

      d. 21 gallons 

What’s the # 1 disaster related killer in the US? 

      a. Fire 

      b. Flood 

      c. Earthquake 

      d. Tornado 

To find the correct answers, go to http://beprepared.com/article.asp?ai=32 and 
take this test for yourself! Are there other pertinent questions you’d like your con-
stituents to be aware of? Send us a line and we’ll include it in our test.  

Counties with maps going effective before the next newsletter:  

Williamsburg County   Maps Effective   November 16, 2012 

The participating communities within the above listed county will need to update 

and re-adopt their Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance with the new map effective 

date and FEMA required language. This office has revised the state model ordinance, 

so if you’ve used the model in the past, and wish to use it again, please prepare the 

ordinance for re-adoption using the latest version. Call me and I can email a copy.  

Remember, we request that the ordinance be reviewed here before it goes to council 

for readings, and that a true or certified copy must be sent to us before the map effec-

tive date.  

Our goal is to have these compliant and adopted at least one month prior to the map 

effective date. Your cooperation is appreciated! 

Step Right Up...Next in Line:  

These studies are underway and will be next in line for effective maps. 

Darlington County - Letter of Final Determination (LFD) issued, maps effective Feb-

ruary 6, 2013. 

Orangeburg County - LFD pending Federal Register correction. 

Greenville County - Appeals period ended July 19th. LFD anticipated for December 

2012. 

Clarendon County - Appeals period will end October 16th - LFD pending. 

 

************************************** 

Training/CFM Exam:   
 

From July 16-19, the L 273 Class: Managing Floodplain Development Through the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program was held at the Styx classroom for 20 participants, 
receiving 12 continuing education credits each. In August, 9 people took the CFM 
exam.    

In looking ahead for future trainings being offered, go to the link below, choose the 
Flood Mitigation Calendar and click on the month for anything offered that month.  
 

https://www.dnr.sc.gov/Calendar/ViewCal.html   

2012 Hurricane Season: 

The 2012 Hurricane season began in June and will run 
through November. If you’d like to run some hurricane 
preparedness outreach, the  http://www.fema.gov/ site 
has some great information and tools.  

Be prepared, be protected, be resilient. 

SCDNR Flood Mitigation Program: Protecting Lives, Protecting Property 
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